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A resource created by the Higher Education Mental Health Alliance (HEMHA) to provide guidance for
the structure and function of “campus teams” (commonly called threat assessment teams). In the
wake of violent acts at universities in Virginia and Illinois, many campuses have created campus
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providing “appropriate, case-by-case responses” to maintain safety on university campuses. Pages
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A comprehensive assessment of legal implications for universities in managing the needs of
distressed students. This resource provides useful explanations of federal laws including FERPA
(pages 7-8), HIPAA (page 10), and ADA (page 12-19). This resource is very useful in addressing a
wide variety of concerns related to distressed students including assessments of mental health,
appropriate on-campus interventions, and follow-up after discharge from the hospital.
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A resource created by The Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law that provides a discussion of the
rights of students as they relate to mental health. The resource provides straightforward, easy-tounderstand explanations of many issues that students may have questions about including topics
such as privacy rights and ways to seek accommodations for mental health concerns.
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This resource created by The Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law provides a useful model for
universities to address the concerns of a distressed student and “…develop a nondiscriminatory
approach to a student who is in crisis because of a mental health problem.” This resource focuses on
providing support and care for the student to encourage help-seeking behaviors.
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https://www.ncherm.org/pdfs/Best_Practices_Supporting_Suicidal_Students.pdf
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A resource that provides an explanation of how the ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
apply to suicidal students. It includes the basic steps a university should take in order to
accommodate the needs of distressed students. The author emphasizes the importance of focusing on
the needs of the distressed student and how the university may support that student rather than
jumping immediately to separation or discipline for violation of conduct codes.
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A resource provided by the Active Minds organization that addresses how universities may balance
efforts to prevent campus suicide with protection of student civil rights. This resource provides
information on topics such as parental notification (III, B), removal of suicidal students from campus
(III, C), and requirements for mandatory evaluation and treatment (III, D).
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